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Quotables

• Weather is what you get. Climate is what you expect. Mark Twain

• Weather is your mood. Climate is your personality. Marshall Shepherd

• If you don’t like the weather, wait 5 minutes. If you don’t like the 
climate, move! Scott Denning, Colorado State

• Weather is one inning in a baseball game. Climate is the whole 
season. Adapted from Mike Nelson, ABC Denver
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• Non-Profit, Independent Science & Journalism Organization started in 
2008, headquartered in Princeton, NJ

• Created as a centralized source for solid, climate change information

• Goal is to communication the science & impacts of climate change to 
the public

• We advance no specific policy, legislation, or technology to address 
climate change.

Climate Central Origins



Climate Central Operations

Senior Scientists

Creative Team

Journalism

Research, Data Analysts



• Sea Level Rise
• Research
• Journalism
• World Weather Attribution 
• Climate Matters 

Climate Central Main Programs



Sea Level Rise sealevel.climatecentral.org

• Compelling visuals
• 1-10 feet of rise
• Areas at risk
• Different scenarios
• Research reports



Sea Level Rise – 2°C vs 4°C in New York City
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Research climatecentral.org/research

• Full length research 
reports relating 
climate change and 
its impacts

• Feature interactives
that complement 
the report



Journalism climatecentral.org/news

• 2016 Online News 
Association Award 
for Pulp Fiction

• Bobby Magill –
President of Society 
of Enviromental
Journalists

• 3-6 stories a week



World Weather Attribution wwa.climatecentral.org

“Scientists cautioned in the past that 
individual weather events couldn't be 
attributed to climate change. Now, with 
advances in understanding the climate 
science behind extreme events and the 
science of extreme event attribution, such 
blanket statements may not be accurate.”

- 2016 National Academies Report



World Weather Attribution wwa.climatecentral.org

• Some things are more 
attributable than others

• Heat and (and lack of cold) 
have the strongest links

• Severe convective storms… 
not so much



World Weather Attribution wwa.climatecentral.org

• How likely, or how much did 
climate change play a role in 
an extreme event

• Use of historical 
observations and modeled 
simulations

• Several partners



World Weather Attribution wwa.climatecentral.org

• By comparing recent three-day 
precipitation extremes for the 
Central U.S. Gulf Coast region 
with the historical record and 
climate model simulations, the 
team found that an event like 
this is now expected to occur at 
least 40% more often than it was 
in our pre-industrial past. 
Precipitation intensity increased 
by roughly 10% as a result of 
human-caused climate change.

Submitted to Hydrology and Earth System Sciences 
(HESS), – an interactive open access journal of the 
European Geosciences Union

Louisiana Floods



• Weekly localized analysis, graphics, 
animations, and news

• Provide expert sound bites for a story

• Perform research and analysis for a story

• Host regular webinars – earn CBM 
professional development points

• Develop climate change workshops

Climate Matters



• 2010: started with NSF grant: George Mason, Yale, AMS, AGU, NWA
• 2012: Climate Central launched a full-time program with 10 

meteorologists
• 2013: Opened to all broadcast meteorologists, starting rapid growth
• 2014: Launched Spanish Climate Matters; earned new 3-yr NSF grant

• Program continues to expand

Climate Matters History

• 350 Local Broadcast Meteorologists
• 239 Stations (35 Spanish Language)
• 119 Markets
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• Weekly story – designed to coincide 
with current events

• Highlight breaking climate news

• Text story to turn into a blog

• Thumbnail image of the feature 
graphic(s), animations, and/or videos

• Feature how broadcast 
meteorologists are using the 
information



Brian Doogs
WMTV

Madison



Eric Sorensen
WQAD

Quad Cities



Emily Gracey
WCIV

Charleston, SC



• Regular webinars on 
climate science topics

• All are archived

• Qualify as Professional 
Development points 
(0.25) toward CBM 
recertification

http://www.climatecentral.org/workshops-and-webinars

Climate Matters



http://www.climatecentral.org/climate-matters

We are here to 
help you tell the 
climate and 
weather story

Climate Matters – The Archive



Climate Matters – Outreach Presentation

• Provides a baseline presentation 
resource for meteorologists to use 
in their public outreach 

• Has been designed for adult 
audiences without a science 
background 

• Approved by the AMS

www.climatecentral.org/warming-world-science-of-climate-change-outreach



WXshift – A weather/climate site

• wxshift.com

• Combined weather and 
climate site

• Daily local weather with 
relevant climate story

• Searchable by city, state, 
and zip code



• Videos that tie the weather 
and climate story together

• News stories from our 
editorial staff

• Guest bloggers from 
meteorologists across the 
country

• Always looking for new 
bloggers

WXshift – A weather/climate site



Links and Contacts

Climate Central
www.climatecentral.org

WXshift
www.wxshift.com

Bernadette Woods Placky
bplacky@climatecentral.org

Sean Sublette
ssublette@climatecentral.org
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