
Carol at 60: 
Remembering Her Fury





Memories-
Eastern Point
Groton, Connecticut
1954



Hidden in the darkness of night in the 
Central Bahamas, August 26th, 1954 
Hurricane Carol was born.



Reloading the Atmosphere

August 29 -30- Upper level trough captures Carol and pulls it up the coast



Under cover of 

night on Monday 

the 30 th  Carol 

continued to 

strengthen as 

she rode the jet 

stream up the 

northeast coast.



The Beach Club, 1954



Carol Makes Her Final Assault

August 31st



At 7:35 a.m. the Boston Weather Bureau issued the first 
hurricane Advisory Bulletin -

òAll precautions should be 

taken for abnormally high tides 

and onshore gales  along the 

coast of Connecticut, Rhode 

Island and Southeastern 

Massachusetts including Cape 

Cod and the Islandsó



7:30 a.m.-Landfall!

30-foot waves exploded on seawalls in New London, Ct.



Newportõs Goat Island Light 

watches over broiling, foaming seas.



Scenes of terror 

and destruction 

were repeating 

themselves all 

along the 

Southern New 

England coast.



Famed 

racing sloop 

òTrulló is 

destroyed 

in 

Marblehead 

harbor



Valiant firefighters fought to save downtown Wareham



Within minutes, Edgartown is under water!



Woods Hole residents try to salvage cars on Dyerõs 

Dock as valiant sailors struggle to save their schooner.



Parkers River floods Yarmouth
People along 
Rt. 28 in South 

Harwich 

survey 

oncoming 

water

Mid -Cape experienced 

an 8 to 9 foot tidal 

surge and wind gusts 

to 100 mph.



Narragansett Bay empties        

into Downtown Providence 

flooding streets in minutes.



Carol 

Topples a 

National 

Shrine



At 9:30 a.m., the monstrous eye 

of Carol, now approaching 50 

miles in diameter, was just off 

the Connecticut shore. Wind 

gusts were now 125 -130 mph 

and complete chaos reined.  



Just after 10 a.m. the eye of 
Carol passed over eastern 

Connecticut and western 

Rhode Island.

Eastern Point, Groton, Ct in 
the eye of  Carol.



At Blue Hill Observatory, 
the wind was recorded at 
105 miles and hour at 11:05 
a.m.

Four minutes later, blue sky 
with a light breeze.

Ten minutes later with 
heavy rain the wind peaked 
at 125 miles per hour



Lauraõs Restaurant in 

Westport, MA is torn in 

half and swept out to sea 

with three people trapped 

inside. They are all saved.


