
COMPARING THE BLIZZARDS 
OF 1978 AND 2013



HARVEY IN 1978



MATT IN 1978:
A twinkle, somewhere in those smirks







The Blizzard of ó78é
Revisited

NOAAôs National Weather Service

Taunton, Massachusetts



Credit:  Kocin/Uccellini and AMS



...this poorly forecast storm set the stage

 for the ensuing disaster that 

followed two weeks later...

Front page of the Boston Globe
Saturday, January 21, 1978...



Credit:  Boston Globe



Ingredients ñin the mixò to 
create the Blizzard of ó78

ÅUnusually strong high pressure over central Canada 

with very cold air, and nearly stationary high pressure 

over Greenland

ÅAstronomical high tides in early February 1978

ïNew moon, moon in ñperigeeò, NE ñfetchò

ÅLow pressure at the surface and aloft moved out of the 

Great Lakes to the mid Atlantic coast

ÅCold Canadian air to the north, low pressure to the 

south and relatively warm ocean air mixed together to 

form ñThe Blizzardò, which stalled off southern New 

England for nearly 36 hours



People line up for a bus ride in Providence, 
as the Blizzard of ó78 starts to paralyze traffic



STOPPED IN THEIR TRACKS: Cars, trucks and rescue vehicles 
are stopped dead in their tracks on Route 195 East along the 

Washington Bridge in Providence

Credit:  Providence Journal



Stranded cars on Route 128



Route 128 near Great Blue Hill
in Canton



Credit:  Kocin/Uccellini and AMS



Snowfall Amounts

ÅWoonsocket, RI - 38.0ò (official)

ÅRockport, MA - 32.5ò

ÅProvidence, RI - 27.6ò

ï24 hour snow record 27.3ò  10AM Mon-Tue

ÅBoston, MA - 27.1ò

ï24 hour snow record 23.6ò   7 PM Mon-Tue

ÅWorcester, MA - 20.2ò

ÅHartford, CT - 16.9ò

ÅSnowfall rates -- up to 3 inches per hour

The monthôs only measurable snowfall!!!



Credit:  Boston Globe



Sea - ravaged houses along 
Peggoty Beach in Scituate

Credit:  Boston Globe



A home lost in Revere due to 

Blizzardôs storm tide

Credit:  Boston Globe



Hull takes the brunt of the storm...
through 4 successive tide cycles



Blizzard Bits

ÅThe Blizzard was forecast remarkably well several days 

in advance

ïWinter Storm Watch issued early Sunday morning (30 hrs in 

advance)

ïHeavy Snow Watch issued Sunday afternoon

ïWarnings issued early Monday morning

ïñNear blizzard conditionsò forecast 15 hours in advance

ÅMany people stranded on roads because the onset of heavy 
snow occurred slightly later than predicted

ÅPeople were skeptical of the warnings  issued, following a 

series of inaccurate forecasts the preceding month



Blizzard Bits

ÅThe only Blizzard in Boston (since 1961) to verify 

on a ñsustainedò wind of 35 mph for 3 hours or 

more:  2/6/78 2 PM - 6 PM EST

ÅStorm lasted nearly 36 hours and paralyzed the 

entire region for a week

ÅDeepest Weather Service listed unofficial snowfall:  

55 inches (Lincoln, RI) -- Snow drifts as high as 27 

feet

ÅStrongest wind gusts

ïBoston -- 79 mph  and  Chatham -- 93 mph



Blizzard Bits

ÅCars abandoned on Routes 95, 195, 146 in greater 

Providence:  1,950

ÅCars stranded along Route 128:  3,500

ÅHomes destroyed in New England:  2,000

ÅPeople in storm shelters (N.E.):  10,000 +

ÅTotal lives claimed by the storm (N.E.):  99   (73 in 

MA, 26 in RI from American Red Cross) 

ÅTides about 4 feet above normal , then waves 

driven onshore up to 12 feet  on top of that!

ÅTotal cost of damage (N.E.) $1 billion



EXACTLY ONE YEAR LATER...
February 6, **1979**



35 YEARS AND ONE DAY AFTER 
THE BLIZZARD...



HEADING INTO THE STORM...



BLIZZARD OF 2013 OVERVIEW

¸ Heavy snow Great Lakes to New England

¸ Flooding rain Southeast U.S. To Mid-
Atlantic

¸ Northern and Southern stream phasing

¸ Well forecast ï blizzard watches 2 days 
prior

¸ No Bruins...and no mail!



BLIZZARD OF 2013 IMPACTS

¸ State of Emergency New England & NY

¸ Travel bans implemented

¸ Nearly 700,000 without power

¸ Logan Airport closed several hours

¸ Over 6,000 flights canceled

¸ 19 deaths in Northeast & Canada (2 in MA)



EPIC SNOWFALL...AGAIN...



IMPRESSIVE SNOW AMOUNTS
February 2013

¸ 40ò   Hamden, CT ï Top snow total

¸ 31.9ò Portland, ME (1st place snowstorm!)

¸ 28.7ò Worcester, MA (3rd place)

¸ 24.9ò Boston, MA (5th place)

¸ 22.8ò Hartford, CT (2nd place)

¸ 16.6ò Providence, RI (9th place)

¸ Snowfall rates up to 5.5 inches per hour



WHAT DOES 5.5ò PER HOUR 
LOOK LIKE ON RADAR?



INCREDIBLE AMOUNT OF 
PRECIPITATION!



BURIED CARS IN BOSTON
February 2013

Courtesy: David Ryan
Boston Globe



REMEMBER THE 3,500 
STRANDED CARS IN 1978?
February 2013 ï Mass Pike

Courtesy: David Ryan
Boston Globe



ROUTE 128
1978: Death Trap  2013:

Courtesy: Suzanne Kreiter
Boston Globe



HURRICANE FORCE WIND
February 2013

¸ 102 mph - Nova 
Scotia

¸ 89 mph ï Mt. 
Desert Rock, ME

¸ 84 mph ï 
Cuttyhunk, MA

¸ 83 mph ï Falmouth, 
MA



MAJOR COASTAL FLOODING
February 2013



PLUM ISLAND, MA
February 2013

Courtesy: Aram Boghosian
Boston Globe



SCITUATE, MA
February 2013

Courtesy: David Ryan
Boston Globe


